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NEWS BREAK

EXOTIC TERMITES |

FIND EACH OTHER

miami = Two particularly hungry, exotic
termite species apparently/haveifound
love halfway around the world'and; as
with so many other Florida hookups, the
results ave disturbing.

Asian and Formosan subterranean
termites are two of the' most destructive
termite species in the world, respensible
for much of the estimated $40 hillion'in
economic losses attributed to termites
annually. Their habitat rangesioverlap/in
lush South Florida, but experts believed
the colonies didn’t mingle because their
aboveground mating swarms launched'in
different months.

That is, until University el Florida
rasearcher Thomas Chouvenc neticed
that the two species were flying around
fort Lauderdale looking for'mates at the
same time — and they were giving cach
other that look.

“When we pul them in vialsiand'
brought them back te the lab, teiour
biggest surprise they started laying eggs
and the egps started growing,” he said.

The research is preliminary, but the
idea of a hybrid termite carrying the
destructive capabilities of two invasive
species worries experts. i

“That's big news,” said Matthew
Messenger, an entomologist at the U.S.

‘Department of Agriculture. “They’re two
bad ones, too.” .
~ The Associated Press

THE ASSBCIATEDIPRESS
Wood damage caused by Asian and'Formo-
san termites in Florida. The two species
may be breeding where their habitats
overlap in South Florida.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Thursday, March 26, the 85th day of
2015. There are 280 days left inthe year.
Today's headline: : :
On March 26,1245, during World War |I, lwo

Jima was fullv securedibutl S foreas fnllnwinal o

BERGDAHL CH

WITH DESERTING

BY ALLEN G. BREED
and LOLITA C. BALDOR
THE ASSOCGIATED PRESS

FORT BRAGG, N.C. »Army Sgt.
Bowe Bergdahl, whe' aban-
doned his post inrAfghanistan
and was held captive for five
years by the Taliban, was
charged Wednesday: by! the
U.8. ‘military with desertion
and misbehavior belore, the
enemy andcould get lifeinpri-
son'il’conyicted.

The charges are the latest
developmentin along andbit-
ter debate over Bergdahl’s
case. They alse underscore
the military and peliticaliram-
ifications: of his decision en
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Last May 31, Bergdahl was
handed, overito, U3, Special
ForcesliniAfghanistan as part
of anlexchange for five Taliban
commaneders at Guantinamao
Bay, Cuba:

The exchange set off a de-
bate lover whether the W.S.
should have released the five
Taliban members. Somelaw-
makers have predicted that
the five would return te the
battlefield. .

Wednesday's'  anneunce-
ment brought further eriti-
cism of the exchange fiom
seme lawmakers, including
US: Rep. Michael MéCaul, R-
Texas, the chairman of the
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woman
Psaki said in

was a deserter,” MeCdl

in a statement.

The Obama administ
appeared to stand b

swap.

“Was it worthiit? Abs
ly. We have a commitm
our men and wemen. st
overseas, or in our mi
defending eur natienal :
ity every day, that we v
everything we can to

them  home,
and that's
what we didiin
this case,”

State Deparnt-
ment spokes:
Jen
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